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Preface

Half a century ago Adachi was founded. Once a pastoral
area that supplied rice to Tokyo’s inhabitants, it is now a bus-
tling community with 620,000 residents.

On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the ward’s
founding, we have developed a renewed resolve to work with
ward residents to make Adachi Ward a place where people can
live in harmony and spiritual affluence far into the twenty-first
century.

On “Ward Residents’ Day,” designated in commemoration
of the ward’s fiftieth anniversary, the ward office officially in-
troduced Adachi’s flag and designated the cherry blossom and
the tulip as the ward symbols.

In 1912, saplings of “goshiki sakura” (cherry trees with
multicolored blossoms) from the banks of the Arakawa River
were presented as a gift of friendship by Tokyo Mayor Yukio
Ozaki to the people of the United States. They were planted
along the Potomac River in Washington, D.C., where they
blossom in clouds of pink every spring.

Thanks to the good will of the people of the United States,
we have been able to commemorate Adachi Ward’s fiftieth an-
niversary by bringing to Japan some branches of the cherry
trees that were sent to the United States 70 years ago. Saplings
grown from these branches will now take root in Adachi soil.

Building on established ties of friendship and good will
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INCREASING THE MOBILITY

- OF ADACHI RESIDENTS

O

’ k
AIaZ74 ﬁﬂﬁ
“Community

Road”

To create a better living environ-
ment, Adachi Ward has built a new
type of road that allows pedestrians and
vehicles to coexist peacefully. The lanes
for vehicles are narrow and zigzagged,
so that cars cannot travel any faster
than 20 kilometers per hour. This type
of road allows ample room for small
groups of pedestrians to gather and
leisurely chat, surrounded by various
colorful flowers and trees.
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Transit Network Winds
Through Adachi Ward

Railways are an indispensable means
of transportation for city dwellers. A
Japanese National Railways line, the
Tobu and Keisei private railways, and
two subway lines run through Adachi
Ward. An average 1.8 million pas-
sengers get on and off trains at the
ward’s 13 stations every day. Trains and

subways are particularly crowded dur-
ing the morning and evening rush
hours, when a great many of the
passengers are commuting workers and
students. Jampacked mass transporta-
tion is not limited to Adachi Ward, for
throughout Tokyo rail transport
systems are plagued by this problem.

[ &
Shopping districts generally spring up near
stations.
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About 1.3 million passengers go through ticket
gates at Kitasenju Station daily. Ten-car trains
glide into the station every two to three minutes,
letting passengers off and on before streaming
toward the next stop.
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The Joban Line of the Japanese National
Railways, which cuts through the southern part
of Adachi Ward, is a vital transportation artery.
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Adachi’s Network
of Roads Growing

National Highway 4, which runs
north-south through Adachi Ward, and
Metropolitan Loop 7, which stretches
east-west across the ward, provide the
basic grid for the ward’s network of
roads. This traffic network has been ex-
panding, and a stretch of metropolitan
expressway was opened in the ward in
the spring of 1982.

While the development of a good
road system is very convenient for an
automobile-oriented society, it also has
certain negative effects, such as an in-
creasing number of vehicles and noise
and air pollution. Buses, which along
with railways are a vital means of trans-
portation in Adachi Ward, often
become snarled in traffic jams.
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Adachi Ward has three different
faces: the traditional appearance of
rows of older shops and homes, the
modern look of newly constructed
residential areas, and the almost rural
appearance of fields neatly planted with
Crops.

As the ward’s more pastoral scenery
has disappeared, more and more houses
have been built, nestled in with little
room to spare. Though some people
may claim that the spirit of affinity
among close neighbors is waning, the
special atmosphere characteristic of the
traditional districts of Tokyo has not
vanished in Adachi Ward. There is
much friendliness, as well as good will,
among neighbors, and it is apparent
that a spirit of cooperation prevails.
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Nishiarai—
a Shopper’s
Paradise

While rows of traditional small shops
still add to the hustle and bustle of
shopping along the streets of Adachi
Ward, this type of atmosphere is grad-
ually giving way to the convenience of
new shopping areas as the ward’s
population swells and consumer needs
change.

One modern, new shopping area
centers on Nishiarai Station. The area
around the station has shed its tradi-
tional commercial appearance for a
newer look, and passengers leaving the
station find themselves exiting onto the
third floor of a complex that contains
shops on its first two floors and living
units on its upper floors.

A large department store faces the
station building. A ward-operated art
gallery within this store holds exhibi-
tions of calligraphy, paintings, and so
forth and is quite popular with the
residents of Adachi Ward.
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Shopping is convenient for residents of this
building, which houses apartments as well as a
supermarket and other establishments.
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Festivals—
Creating

a Community
Spirit

The arrival of autumn sets the stage
for a number of annual festivals that
honor local deities in Adachi Ward.
Amid the piping sounds and thumping
drumbeats of the traditional Japanese
music that fills the air at such festivals,
chanting shrine parishioners parade

through local streets bearing heavy
portable shrines. Sweat drips from their
closely packed bodies as their en-
thusiasm spreads to surrounding spec-
tators.

In contemporary Japan, where peo-
ple’s values and life styles have become
diversified, festivals are an important
means of bringing people together,
despite differences in their ages and at-
titudes, and creating a community
spirit.

RIREBENSRE ), BHENRIT & EH I EVE W
BRYLBIZEDS,

Traffic is no problem during this festival, for the
streets have been closed to all vehicles.
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Spirits High

at Shosenj
Temple’s
Festival

A festival day at a temple represents
the day on which the public can estab-
lish special ties with certain Buddhist

8

spirits. Shosenji Temple has four
festival days annually: January 15 and
16 and July 15 and 16. On these days,
the doors to the temple’s Enma Hall are
thrown open. Enma, the Buddhist
equivalent of Pluto, is enshrined within
this hall, and many persons flock to it
on festival days to get a glimpse inside.

Various booths line the two ap-
proaches to the temple during festivals.
On the July festival days, children in
lightweight kimono swarm about these
booths. They try to scoop up goldfish
with their.bare hands, eat cotton candy
and stir-fried noodles, and gaze in awe
at the array of toys for sale.

Booths, rather than the temple, seem to be the main attraction for children at this festival.
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Iris Park

The iris, a perennial plant that pro-
duces gorgeous flowers, exists in about
200 varieties. Iris Park, opened in
Adachi Ward in 1971, now has some
3,500 iris plants. Besides the irises,
which attract many visitors when they
bloom in June, the park has many other
plants and is enjoyed by Adachi Ward
residents throughout the year.
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i With a subway station conveniently nearby, Iris

Park is becoming a popular sightseeing spot in

{ Tokyo.
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The Public
Bathhouse—
a Place

to Socialize

The Japanese are fond of taking
baths. Tokyo’s first public bathhouse
opened in 1582, when Tokyo was just
beginning to take shape as a major town
known as Edo. The public bathhouse

originated as a means for the working
people of Edo to enjoy the comfort and
luxury of soaking in hot water after a
long day of work.

At public baths today, many Japa-
nese, even if they are strangers, fre-
quently offer to scrub each other’s
backs. Some bathers will try to humor
the crying baby of another bather. At
public bathhouses, people coming in
complete strangers often leave as if they
have known each other for years.

Today Adachi Ward has about 150
public bathhouses. To the consterna-
tion of public bathhouse operators, the
number of public baths has declined
with the increase in homes equipped
with baths.

The patrons of traditional public baths wear yu-
kata, a type of lightweight kimono that doubles
as sleepwear.
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tmosphere at public bathhouses can turn perfect strangers into friends.
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MEETING THE NEEDS
OF WARD RESIDENTS

RBZXFE—YHOEMTIRE—Y~
Promoting Fitness
and Sports

Adachi Ward has many athletic and
sports facilities that Adachi residents
enthusiastically use.

These facilities provide an indispen-
sable means for the citizens of Adachi
Ward to remain fit and healthy. Various

Many swimmers take advantage of this 50-meter-
long swimming pool at the ward'’s sports center.
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Youngsters engage in a tug of war at Adachi
Ward's annual athletic meet.
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Excitement reigns at the o
ward's athletic meet, which
October.
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pening ceremony of the

is held every

group athletic and sports activities help
foster feelings of unity and solidarity
among the people of Adachi Ward. It is
therefore vital that the ward authorities
install, maintain, and upgrade easily ac-
cessible athletic and sports facilities.
Hoping that every citizen will
become involved in some sports activ-
ity, the ward hosts many sports events,
lectures, and clinics. It also concen-
trates on training local sports leaders
throughout Adachi Ward’s different
districts to encourage citizens to par-
ticipate voluntarily in local sports clubs.
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More than 20,000 persons participate in a mam-
moth athletic meet, held annually in Adachi Ward
on October 10, which is Health-Sports Day in
Japan.
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Facilities at Adachi Ward's General Sports Center
include this gymnasium, which is latge enough to
accommodate three volleyball courts.
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Adachi’s
Disaster
Measures

Since disasters cannot be predicted,
Adachi Ward has always devoted con-
siderable effort to disaster-preparedness
measures to safeguard the lives and
property of Adachi residents. Major
disaster-preparedness steps include
fostering neighborhood emergency
organizations, holding drills, maintain-
ing full tanks of water for firefighting,
establishing and servicing an emergency
radio network, establishing shelters and
guarding access routes to them, and
stockpiling relief supplies.

Should a major disaster strike, an
Adachi Ward antidisaster headquarters
would be set up immediately. From this
base the mayor of Adachi Ward would
take charge of shelter operations and
relief activities.

KERZ wOR-TL 2 2bhbkn,
EROBEELEN L UENRE T L
o, XT3, BE» LB RICHh 2 A
nTH) . BREEMEEBOBRK., BRI
L BT AR R0 SRATBOR IR DI, B
LR R DFEDR . RERBWE D
WE 7 ¥ DX 2 BAFHEICHED Ty
3,
RIME A REHIRE U 2BRT, BhIC
TR XREX AR, PHRESIN, K
BEOARIE & 7 - T, B ERE) 2

795
A general disaster-readiness drill is conducted an-
nually on September 1, the anniversary of the |
Great Earthquake of 1923. |
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When disaster strikes, announcements regarding
emergency procedures, such as advising resi-
dents to take shelter, are to be relayed over the
ward’s emergency radio network.
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Ward Concerned

with Helping
the Disabled

In 1981, which was designated by the
United Nations as the International
Year of Disabled Persons, countries
worldwide took steps to facilitate the
entry of the disabled into society. In the
spirit of the International Year of
Disabled Persons, during the next
decade or so Adachi Ward hopes to
contribute to making life easier for the
disabled.

Despite efforts to enter society,
disabled persons still encounter various
obstacles. Adachi Ward is working to
systemize its efforts to aid the disabled
in various ways, such as adjusting
buildings, roads, and transportation
systems to enable the disabled to move
about without worry. Ordinances and
regulations will also be drafted as the
ward strives to deepen the public’s
understanding regarding disabled
persons.
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This rehabilitation facility was built to prepare
severely handicapped persons for daily life. Their
training emphasizes functional development and
social rehabilitation.
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Providin
a Good
Education

Many high-rise apartment buildings
have sprung up during the last 15 years
or so in Adachi Ward, with a resultant

-influx of young persons into the ward.

Among Tokyo’s 23 wards, Adachi has
the largest number of elementary and
junior high schools and students. As of
May 1982, it had 79 elementary schools
and 36 junior high schools, with a total
enrollment of about 94,000 students.

The ward goes beyond the standards
of compulsory education, attempting to
give its young citizens an opportunity to
receive a good education. Following the
peak and subsequent decrease of the
ward’s population influx, the primary
emphasis in the ward’s education policy
has centered on improving educational
facilities in various ways, such as equip-
ping schools with closed-circuit televi-
sion systems.

L S r
At this junior high school in Adachi Ward, pro-
gramming is relayed from this student-run TV
station to sets installed in each classroom.

Videotape recorders have been incorporated into
classroom teaching in Adachi Ward.
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Meeting the Needs
of an Aging Society

People aged 60 and over accounted
for 11% of Japan’s population when
the 1975 national census was taken.
They are expected to account for
roughly 20% by the turn of the century,
indicating the rapid aging of Japan’s
population.

The youth of today are the senior
citizens of the future. Ward measures in
response to the aging of Japan’s
population, therefore, should concern
not only older persons but all ward
residents.

Adachi Ward has been giving prior-
ity to enforcing measures for older peo-
ple so that they will be able to lead
worthwhile lives in their local com-
munities. One project has been the
creation of one senior citizens’ hall for
every 10,000 residents of Adachi Ward.
Older people are encouraged to come to
such halls to make friends through
dancing, painting, and other activities.
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Every day many citizens visit community centers
in Adachi Ward. These centers have halls for
senior citizens and children, meeting rooms, and
other facilities.
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Croquet is proving increasingly popular among
older citizens.
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Electricity
a Byproduct
of Garbage
Incineration

The Adachi Incineration Plant can
dispose of as much as 650 tons of gar-
bage collected in Adachi Ward and
neighboring areas every day. Built in
1977, the ultramodern plant is equipped
with antipollution devices to prevent
smoke and odors from escaping into the
atmosphere. Waste heat from the plant
is used to generate electricity and also to
supply, via an underground pipe, hot
water to a children’s hall about 200
meters away. A heated swimming pool
and a senior citizens’ hall equipped with
a large bath have been built near the
plant and are widely patronized.
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This large crane can lift up to two or three tons of

garbage at a time.
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A mere push of a few buttons in the central con-
trol room of the Adachi Incineration Plant puts
the computerized plant into operation.
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Residents Contribute
to Ward Administration

To assess the public’s needs, Adachi
Ward has instituted a program whereby
the mayor of Adachi Ward occasionally
sets up temporary offices in local public
halls and other facilities and meets with
local residents, who voice complaints
and wishes. Many residents, including
the operators of local shops,
housewives, and commuters on their
way home from work, participate in this

program.

Members of the ward assembly are engaged in in-
formal discussion with Adachi’s mayor.
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OVERVIEW OF ADACHI WARD

HIiE & ETR

Location and Size

Japan, which lies off the eastern
coast of the Asian continent, consists
of four main islands—Hokkaido, Hon-
shu, Shikoku, and Kyushu—and
thousands of adjacent smaller islands.
The nation’s total land area is 377,682
square kilometers. Tokyo, Japan’s cap-
ital, lies approximately in the middle of
Honshu.

Adachi Ward is the northernmost of
Tokyo’s 23 wards. Five thousand years
ago the area that is now Adachi Ward
was a low, swampy coastal region. Since
then rivers have carried earth and sand
to this area, forming an alluvial plain

that, aside from a slight north-south in-
cline, is generally flat.

Adachi Ward covers 53.25 square
kilometers, approximately 10% of the
total area of Tokyo’s 23 wards. It is the
second largest ward after Setagaya
Ward. With 620,000 residents, Adachi
Ward ranks third in population among
the 23 wards.

AARIZT VP KRENENMICH 2 EE T,
e, AN, TE. WD 4>0FEE
B 5% B, MTEMRIZ377, 682k, AR
DFITEPICERERTD S,

T RIIHE 23R DAL IR AL E LT
V5, 5000418 IIHRLICHE L 7KIE
BTH S 72h, TWHEA TE LW
&Y . WF EIITH $ L FYTER
Iz,

Tif%1353. 25k T, 23X DIREE DI
gk G, HASKICkWT2HFHNA
XTHhb. ANOIFK62FEAT, 23XHE
3INMTH5,

RBIRDBEWVED

Founding

Numerous artifacts from the Jomon
period (before 200 B.C.) and the Yayoi
period (200 B.C.—A.D. 250) have been
found in the Iko and Hanahata districts
of northern Adachi Ward, lending sup-
port to the belief that human beings
lived in the area more than 2,000 years
ago.

During the Edo period (1603 —1868),
Kitasenju was the first stop for travelers
journeying to Nikko, now one of
Japan’s most popular national parks.
The area developed remarkably as a
post town, and the creation of new rice
fields and the construction of river
levees flourished.

With the advent of the Meiji era

(1868—1912), the area that is now
Adachi Ward was first called Kosuge
Prefecture and then was incorporated
into Tokyo Prefecture. With the exten-
sion of Tokyo’s city limits in 1932, the
area became Adachi Ward of the City
of Tokyo. It was recognized as Adachi
Ward of the Tokyo Metropolis with the
enforcement of the Tokyo metropolitan
government in 1943. With the enact-
ment of the Local Government Act in
1947, it was designated a special ward of
a special local public entity under the
name of Adachi Ward.
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® Population AR

Tokyo B = Adachi 8 iL
Population (persons) ABR(A)
Japanese 11,431,882 618,964 BAEA
Non-Japanese 117,971 8,312 SEA
Total 11,549,853 627,276 g
Area (km?) 2,154.33 53.25 TE A (b))
Population density (persons/km?) 5,361 11,780 AREE(N/ ko)

Data are as of January 1, 1982.
($513198248 1 A 1 BILFE)
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® Ward Assembly Membership by Political Party RikAIIX B HEE

Liberal Democratic Party

26 BERARZTHR

Komeito 2 A B B
Japan Communist Party 9 HALER
Japan Socialist Party 3 HA#HER
Democratic Socialist Party 2 B # =
New Liberal Club 1 HHMIS7
Independent 3 ® ;B
Total members 56 I B &
Total seats 56 E #

Data are as of May 1, 1982.
(51319824 5 A 1 HBE)

® Annual General Accounts Expenditure of Adachi Ward EIIRO—#SEtmH

(unit: ¥1,000) (#47 : FH)

® Railway and Subway Passenger Volume SXiEREE

Daily average —HEHFIHE
(passengers) ( \) (%)

Japanese National Railways 395,122

18.1 E fik

Private railways 766,744 35.0 Th E73
Private subways 1,026,408 46.9 S T %
Total 2,188,274 100.0 R #

Data are for fiscal 1981 (April 1981 —March 1982).
(BFI31981 4 1)

Initial budget 4#)F B8

Revised budget #1EF &%

Final budget & FH%E

Ward assembly 600,991 14,141 615,132 Z s B
General affairs 9,067,544 4,427,649 13,495,193 w B =B
Public welfare 38,217,389 —13,547 38,203,842 R & B
Commerce and industry 662,919 —6,442 656,477 EEEEE
Environmental hygiene 5,895,405 —219,333 5,676,072 BIEEEE
Public works 13,105,422 624,128 13,729,550 +£ K &
Education 24,959,201 —46,846 24,912,355 B EE
Debt servicing 3,878,922 289,896 4,166,818 N B B
Miscellaneous outlays 547,250 671,833 1,219,083 HEITHE
Reserve fund 100,000 0 100,000 ¥ B B
Total 97,035,043 5,739,479 102,774,522 it 2

Data are tor fiscal 1981 (April 1981 —March 1982).
(BFI319814E )

Note: The final budget per ward resident, or the total
final budget divided by Adachi Ward’s population
as of April 1, 1982, is ¥164,199. About 22% of
this, or ¥35,759 per resident, comes from a
special ward tax paid by Adachi residents.
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Several matters are discussed at a plenary session

of the Adachi Ward Assembly.

R#ARAEHo

® Average Daily Volume of Mail #§{E4y— B EHBIRE

Ordinary mail & &

New Year's mail

Parcels ')\ &

FBEEE
Pieces mailed 104,438 918 10,702 5l % Dat for fiscal 1981 (April 1981 —March 1982)
Pieces delivered 173,351 1,314 10,991 = aw are for li pri —Mare :
B (BEI219814 )
® Diffusion of Telephones EEEEMEEZ
Private phone lines 216,281 A BE
Public phones 4,234 ANREE
Total 2290 515 @ * Data are as of March 31, 1982.

(BFi319824 3 A31 HHEIE)

® Education #FH

4

Facilties # 5% #t  Enroliment & ft #

Instructors & employees

HERMBEL
o :2 o = 2% as
Kindergartens i::::e 62 11,2?2 32? /;z i % % u
Elementary schools g’?\::te 73 62’45; 3'42(23 5\ i R
Junior high schools g’?\ﬁte 3?) 31 '563 1’77(1) 5\ Z:"—.EL o
e o ORI e
Schools for the deaf l;/l:::t):olitan é 108 62 :‘f\ _:_L 2 5 K
Schools for the handicapped l;/l:\'::golitan i 403 203 :f\ _::L EERER

Data are as of May 1, 1982.
(B51319824E 5 A 1 HHAE)

Note: Adachi Ward also has 6 private special training
schools and 12 private miscellaneous schools.

(Gx) RS BIRICIEFAIOHTEER 6 T
MDEEERI 2N DH B,

® Public Facilites 23:HEE%

Facilities #3 %X

Users FIFAEH

Children’s halls 23
Libraries 9
Senior citizens’ centers 19

727,247 R E ]
887,048* ' 8%
233,699 2 ANE

Data are for fiscal 1981 (April 1981 —March 1982). (#5F (319814 )

* Individual users only ({E AFIFZN2)

® Sports Facilites A KR—'YHEE

Facilties #8 %X

Baseball grounds
Tennis courts
Swimming pools

18 %R 5
25 BE IR 5
9 7 -

Data are for fiscal 1981 (April 1981 —March 1982).
(BFI319814 )




® Occupations of Adachi Ward Residents

by Industry BIRXEEEDEEIXEEE

(persons) (A)

Agriculture 1,602 . 3 ES
Forestry 10 eI W %
Fisheries 77 K EE
Mining 51 i ES
Construction 29,686 ' oH %
Manufacturing 90,167 g & ¥
Wholesale, retail 83,332 5T - B
Finance, insurance 9,879 &R - RI&ZE
Real estate 3,118 T~ 8 E ¥
Transport, communications 23,453 Eig - BIEHE
Utilities 1,551 BREMHIEE
Services 49,723 H—ERE
Government 6,252 N b
Others 639 B - B N
Total 299,540 @ # Data are as of October 1, 1980.

($51319804E10H 1 HHFE)

HOEEIHA—%F2. BRLINZTHLHDH
BASALBESL S ) HEEIHZ(H D,

Adachi Ward is proud of being Tokyo's largest
producer of shoes. Some plants are mechanized,
while others still draw on the skills of shoe-
makers.

,._,

Urban agriculture, such as growing flowers and
vegetables, prospers in Adachi Ward.

ER s oBm T YA EOBHRBENBA.
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Two wholesale markets, one for fish and one for
fruits and vegetables, are found in the ward. A
lively atmosphere prevails at these markets every
morning as fresh goods are auctioned off.

Furniture-making, which is representative of the
ward's local industries, produces goods that are
treasured for their ornate hand-carving.

BIOHISEENRKRNA LDICREERLH D, F
BN R EDBVHEMAE—ILZARA 2 b,
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PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE

HEe 9 —F—-7>

The Tokyo Training Center, a live-in
facility for foreign technical trainees,
opened in Adachi Ward in April 1982.
Under a joint project of the Ministry of
International Trade and Industry and
private corporations, engineers from
developing countries are invited to
Japan to study technology and man-
agement practices. The trainees, whose

The atmosphere at the Tokyo Training Cen-
ter, which is managed by the Association for
Overseas Technical Scholarship, is that of both
a hotel and a school. After six weeks of Japa-

nese-language study at the center, trainees are |
assigned to companies in Japan for on-the-job |

training.

BEHEE L § — B R T EERLHDEEEET
BHEER. WHE4£IZZ 2 TeBMBEAREAFAH &
ADEETHELZ(T S,

expenses are paid by Japan, receive
on-the-job training at Japanese corpo-
rations after completing Japanese-
language instruction at the center.
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Young middle-level managers from countries in
Asia and other parts of the world listen attentively
as a university lecturer explains traditional aspects
of Japanese business management at the Tokyo
Training Center.
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During the latter decades of the nine-

teenth century and the early years of
this century, the cherry trees along the
banks of the Arakawa River in what is
now Adachi Ward were renowned as
Tokyo’s most beautiful cherry trees. As
an expression of good will 70 years ago,
Tokyo Mayor Yukio Ozaki sent 3,000
cherry saplings taken from the area to
Washington, D.C. The saplings were
planted near the White House, along
the banks of the Potomac River, where
they put on a gorgeous display every
spring with their clouds of pink
blossoms.

As a gesture of welcome and ap-
preciation upon the trees’ arrival in the
United States, the wife of President
William Taft selected one tree to plant
personally. This tree has come to be
known among the people of the United
States as the “Taft Sakura.”

Meanwhile, as the Potomac cherry
trees became world famous for their
beauty, reconstruction of the Arakawa
River’s banks and postwar social up-
heaval in Adachi Ward left withered,
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dried cherry trees in their wake, with no
remnant of the famed, splendid vistas
of cherry trees that had once graced the
ward.

The ward administration decided to
restore Adachi’s once-famous arbors of
cherry blossoms, and, with U.S.
cooperation, representatives from
Adachi Ward traveled to Washington,
D.C., in 1981, bringing back branches
from the Washington trees to Adachi
Ward, the birthplace of the Potomac
trees.

The same year, the wife of U.S.
President Ronald Reagan was touched
by the Japanese people’s affection for
cherry trees and, as a special token of
Japan-U.S. friendship, sent a sapling
grown from the Taft tree to the people
of Japan. Tokyo Governor Shun’ichi
Suzuki named the sapling the “Reagan
Sakura” and entrusted it to the mayor
of Adachi Ward. Hopes for continued
friendship between Japan and the
United States were high as the tree was
planted in Adachi Ward—its ancestral
home—in November 1982.
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Residents of Adachi Ward hope that these cherry
trees in Higashiayase Park will restore the ward’s
erstwhile fame for its beautiful cherry blossoms.

BIIEADNDEARXBTITO NI L — I R OREREE,
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Representatives from Adachi gather branches
from cherry trees in Washington, D.C.

T by RETy A TROBEAFRET DX
BE.

The “Reagan Sakura” is presented in a ceremony
at the prime minister’s official residence.
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Nishiarai Daishi Temple, which is
located in Adachi Ward, is said to have
been built in 826 by the celebrated Bud-
dhist priest Kukai (posthumously called
Kobo Daishi). The temple is well
known, for many Buddhists seeking to
ward off evil and wanting to pray for
good luck make pilgrimages to Nishiarai
Daishi. It is popular among Tokyo
residents, who have newly designated it
as one of the 100 most scenic spots in
Tokyo.
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The dance of the lion is a ritual
Japanese dance performed by dancers
wearing lion masks. The dance, which
has traditionally been performed to ex-
orcise evil and disease and as a prayer
for rain, has gradually developed into a
festival performing art. Adachi Ward’s
tradition of performing the dance of the
lion dates back to feudal times, to the
middle of the Edo period (1603—1868),
many years before the ward’s founding.
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Booths selling daruma, one of Japan's traditional BATHEYDEBETAHANILD, ZREBEHL
good luck talismans, are set up within the EEAFICHOZIOT, FREIOBIC VXD F#
Nishiarai Daishi Temple compound. Every year, B ATVHEAT S, toBIHEFME, BE. UK
worshipers bring old daruma to be burned. DFBED ) BIZKADITHN D,
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The dance of the lion receives enthusiastic ap- TEROEFE NG, TENSEBICS &AM, B
plause when it is performed every year in mid- £7AdA. TEMIZH D AREHOBRTHRIN,
July on the grounds of Otori Shrine. REMEFR AU TV,
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Getting

a Glimpse
of Historic
Remains

Buddhist temples are clustered in Iko
Hazama, a quiet and verdant district of
Adachi Ward that is said to have been
occupied by a large colony of people
from the fifth through the seventh cen-
tury. Many archeological finds, such as
historic relics and artifacts, have been
made in the area.

Several Tokyo temples relocated to
Iko Hazama following the Great Earth-
quake of 1923, and the area came to be
called “Temple Town.” A number of
important cultural properties can be
found within the district, and many
ward residents enjoy strolling around
Iko Hazama looking at historic re-
mains.
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The Takeda Puppet Theater dates
back 300 years. Its facilities, located in
Adachi Ward, include a rehearsal hall, a
stage, and a shop to make puppets.

The puppet theater group makes an-
nual tours of Asia, Europe, and other
parts of the globe and is known
worldwide. Domestic acclaim for the
Takeda Puppet Theater is also high,
and it has been designated as one of
Tokyo’s intangible folk cultural assets.

The Takeda Puppet Theater stages an annual per-
formance for parents and children at Adachi
Ward's Takenotsuka Social Education Hall.
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Sword Polisher

Preserves Traditions

In Japan, as elsewhere in the world,
swords originated as weapons. How-
ever, they are now treasured for their
historic and artistic value. Swords also
serve as reminders of less peaceful times
and impress upon us the fragile nature
of peace.

Sword polisher Tokutaro Inuzuka,
who lives in Adachi Ward, carries on
traditions created by Edo-period
(1603—1868) artisans. He inherited his
family’s sword-polishing business from
his father, who opened up his shop in
1902. Inuzuka began his trade more
than 50 years ago, when he was 16, and
today he is a recognized master who can
adeptly bring out the shine of the finest
of Japanese swords, including swords
that have been designated national
treasures.

At a time when there are few heirs to
most traditional crafts, Inuzuka need
not worry, for three apprentices, in-
cluding his son, work under him now.

In his free time, Inuzuka pursues his
only leisure pastime, touring historic
sites and taking photos, to ease his ten-
sion from work.
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XD In commmemoration of its fiftieth anniversary,
Adachi Ward has instituted a ward song. The cherry

Ward Song blossom and the tulip have also been designated as the
ward flowers.

The song’s lyrics were chosen from among ward
residents’ entries in a contest; its melody was composed
by Ikuma Dan, a leading figure in Japanese music circles.

Dan, who was born in 1924, was graduated from the
Tokyo School of Music (the present Tokyo National
University of Fine Arts and Music). Dan has received
such prestigious awards as the Yamada Kosaku Com-
position Award for his composing and the Yomiuri
Literary Award for his writing.
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Annual summer fireworks display over the Arakawa River
BEE. "RINOANBTHINDIEAKRS,
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